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Scope 

 

This special issue analyses the transformations in educational and social interactions, and concomitantly 
in research, that have been generated by advances in digital technologies in the fields of Education and 
the Social Sciences. Today, our educational and social spaces are inhabited by digital technologies that 
can record people’s macro actions, as in political demonstrations or mobs, alongside micro-processes, 
such as reading or writing. These technologies can digitally capture people’s opinions and knowledge 
claims, the intersections of people’s public and private lives, and the dynamics of social and material 
consumption, including the dynamics of movement, mobility, and displacement. In research, classic data 
collection tools –direct observation, video recordings, open– and closed-ended questionnaires, 
interviews– can now be supplemented or even replaced by digital technology that is able to capture key 
social and cognitive processes that are integral to meaningful education and social well being.  
 
The digitization of educational and social science data collection and analysis has been developing for 
more than 20 years, accompanying the Web 2.0 development processes. But, the extension of the 
Semantic Web and the new Big Data systems have significantly advanced the process of configuring 
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profiles as ways to document educational and social trends. In schools, this process is helping to generate 
new ways of understanding the creation of technological resources; and enabling dynamics inside and 
outside the classroom that have catalysed changes in pedagogical methodologies, educational proposals, 
as well as new forms of evaluation. Thus, learning processes continue to be regulated by teacher-led 
activities, yet also by student-led activities, enacted through the use of digital resources in students’ 
private spaces both inside and outside the school. So today, researchers can develop teacher training 
programs in digital applications that acknowledge the value of student learning both in the classroom 
and in the spaces created by where the student lives, travels, and plays. This has also led to a new way 
of investigating educational and social processes, because the use of automatic information inevitably 
leads us to quantitative analyses that can complement or converge with qualitative research processes.  
 
These recent technology developments can offer important contributions to research, along with 
significant threats.  Regarding contributions, new digital technologies can enable a process of analysis 
and interpretation that is closer to the actual experiences of people in a given educational or social 
setting. These technologies can address the question: In digital networks, how purposefully or "quasi-
unconsciously" do people participate in the social processes of work, notably in interaction, 
communication, collaboration, coordination, shared or group work, interdependencies, and social 
engagements. Regarding threats, on the other hand, the loss of anonymity in social actions, and 
therefore also in educational ones, opens up the possibility of observing human and social action from 
the position of a kind of "Orwellian Big Brother". In a way where the unconscious action of people can 
serve to identify vital processes, intentions and human interactions that can be interpreted in a deeper 
way than was usual before the digital and technological era.  
 
Therefore, for this special issue of the Journal ‘Comunicar’, we invite contributions from people working 
with digital technology in the domains of Education and Social Science. We welcome contributions that 
thoughtfully engage the debate on how to constructively analyse and use the potential of developing 
technologies both in our fields and in our research. 
 
Descriptors 

 

• Data analysis from the digital technology perspective in Education and Social Sciences. 

• Research from mixed perspectives mediated by digital technology. 

• Research designs in technological environments with a mixed methods approach. 

• Mixed methodologies as a basis for social analysis in the framework of Big Data. 

• Mixed research models in the fields of Educational Research and Social Sciences. 
 

Questions 
 

• How have research models in education changed with the integration of technology? 

• What has technology contributed to our knowledge of social processes and how? 

• What research in technologies uses mixed designs and how are those inquiry processes planned? 

• Is digital technology having an impact in the mixed-methods paradigmatic framework?  

• How do mixed design research models influence the definition of social research where digital 
technology is the basis of human interaction? 

• What kind of rationality in interpretation processes can be developed with the mediation of 
digital technology and "Big data"?  
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Professor in the Department of Pedagogy of that University, specializing in Educational Technology. Previously, Dr. Rubia-Avi 
graduated from the University of Granada in Philosophy and Educational Sciences. He is a member of the Intelligent & 
Cooperative Systems Research Group at the University of Valladolid (GSIC-EMIC: www.gsic.uva.es). This group is comprised 
of teachers and researchers who focus their work in the field of Technology for Education, basically within the framework of 
Computer Supported Collaborative Learning (CSCL) studies. He is currently Director of the Centre for Transdisciplinary 
Research in Education (CETIE-UVA http://www.cetie.uva.es). He is also a founding member of the Educative Technology 
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Greene held faculty positions at the University of Rhode Island and Cornell University. Greene’s work focuses on the 
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responsible. Greene’s methodological research has concentrated on advancing qualitative and mixed methods approaches to 
social inquiry. In the field of evaluation, she has contributed both theoretical and practical scholarship in democratic and 
values-engaged approaches to evaluation. Greene has held leadership positions in the American Evaluation Association and 
the American Educational Research Association. She has also provided editorial service to both communities, including a six-
year position as co-editor-in-chief of New Directions for Evaluation, and current positions as an associate editor of the Journal 
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He is Professor of Educational Research in the Department of Secondary and Middle Grades Education, at the Bagwell College 
of Education. He’s a passionate learner who loves teaching, research and innovation. He has expertise in qualitative research 
methods with extensive experience teaching and researching innovative uses of technology in Education. He has worked for 
twelve years (2001-2014) at the Intelligent & Cooperative Systems Research Group at the University of Valladolid (Spain), 
where He got him Ph.D in Educational Technology. Within this transdisciplinary team formed by engineers, computer scientist 
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collaborative learning environments. In 2009 after a two-year Fulbright scholarship at the University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign, He founded the Center for Transdisciplinary Research in Education (CETIE) at the University of Valladolid. In 2014 
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