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Scope

Whilst learning is central to most understandings of what it is to be human, we now live, it is commonly
understood, in a knowledge society where being educated defines life chances more than ever before.
Increasingly researchers question the provision of education, especially on secondary level, as developed
during the last century. Education systems in most countries around the world face challenges in
addressing increased complexity in processes of learning and diversity among the student population. In
the transition to the 21st century, voices from many different fields have stressed the need to explore
ways and models of transforming this system, so it can be more inclusive and engaging, addressing the
inequality of conditions among learners and the challenges of the Knowledge Society.

Transformative education has become a core term in grasping both possibilities and tensions in creating
new trajectories for student engagement and participation. Most initiatives of change have been defined
from top-down as political reforms. We rather draw attention to bottom-up initiatives for innovative
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practices. Our interest is about how such initiatives also point to more complex issues that go beyond
school and education. In several countries there are examples of public schools that have important
impacts on students’ lives, their families and communities. Providing more autonomy for schools and
conditions to make decisions and implement changes could have a potential to transform the society.

Three issues will be of importance for this special issue. First, we look for contributions that address how
schools connect with the young people’s lives, their communities and other institutions, with the
objective of generating spaces where all students, with different backgrounds and knowledge, can learn
together. That is also why we are preferably interested in the public school system, because it relates to
all students with diverse backgrounds. Approaches like the learning lives, the funds of knowledge or the
personalized learning share this interest of understanding better how to provide opportunities for all
young people to learn in more meaningful and contextualized ways.

The second issue is about how to create more inclusive schools, by generating awareness of the
inequalities (socioeconomic class, ethnicity, gender, religion and functional diversity) that affect the
students’ opportunities to learn. The objective here is to receive contributions that show that this goal is
not only about respecting diversity, but also about providing opportunities for all students to become
citizens that promote relationships based on respect, recognition and care, and find out which are the
tensions involved in this endeavour.

The third issue is how to understand and use digital technologies in educational environments with an
active, respectful and critical perspective. The dominant discourses and initiatives of digital inclusion are
focused mainly on the use and the acquisition of digital devices, and on the development of digital
competence. Nevertheless, some schools are starting to use the potential of digital technologies to
trigger transformation and therefore, it is of great interest to collect cases that illustrate the possibilities
and obstacles faced by the drivers of these initiatives.

Finally, the objective of this special issue is to gather research from around the world, based on empirical
data from public schools, where the grounds of the current educational system are being contested and
questioned. We search for innovative and anti-hegemonic initiatives, that might inspire the design of an
education system formed by environments where all students can participate, learn and experience
belonging. The call pays special attention to research conducted in public schools that address
contradictions and diverse tensions, since the purpose is not to collect idealized portraits of schools. This
is a call for research that looks at the consequences and limitations of schools' initiatives, to find out
what kind of contradictions are faced by educators, politicians and citizens who want to transform the
educational system and make it more inclusive and democratic. We believe that it is in these
contradictions that we might find the key questions for future developments.

Descriptors

¢ Initiatives promoted by public schools to transform the educational system.

¢ Educational challenges of the Knowledge and Information Society.

¢ School practices connected to learning lives and funds of knowledge of young people, their
families and communities.

¢ Public schools engaged with social inclusion and the provision of educational opportunities for
all students.

¢ Potential of digital technology to transform society.

¢ Students engagement in school activities.
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e Democratic and collective values in society and schools.

¢ |nitiatives to identify and question inequalities related with gender, class and ethnicity.
¢ Power relationships and participatory dynamics in schools.

e Critical and decolonial perspectives of the curriculum.

Questions

e What are the contradictions faced by educational actors who want to design a school based on
democratic and collective values?

e What kind of school cultures generate opportunities for young people to identify and question social
inequalities?

¢ How are digital technologies used in schools with a transformative goal?

* What school practices allow all students make sense of their daily lives?

¢ What initiatives are oriented to generate relationships in schools based on respect, recognition and care
among all?

¢ What dynamics get to participate and engage students from different background, gender and class?

¢ What school initiatives provide opportunities to learn for all students?

Thematic Editors Profile

Dr. Ola Erstad, University of Oslo, Norway

Professor and Head of Department of Education, University of Oslo, Norway. He is an internationally leading
researcher with a focus on digital literacy, but firmly rooted in the wider social and cultural context of learning
beyond the technological aspects. His areas of expertise are learning, technology and education, children and
youth in modern society. He has been leading several national and international research projects and is part of
several international networks and committees. Recent books are “Learning Beyond the School. International
perspectives on the schooled society” (Sefton-Green & Erstad (eds.), 2019, Routledge) and “Learning Identities,
Education and Community” (Erstad, Gilje & Sefton-Green, 2016, Cambridge University Press).

ORCID: https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1712-300X

ResearchGate: https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Ola_Erstad

Dra. Raquel Miio, University of Barcelona, Spain

Postdoctoral researcher at the Department of Didactics and Educational Organization of the University of
Barcelona, Spain. She is a member of the research group Esbrina — Contemporary, Subjectivities, Visualities and
Educational Environments (2017SGR 1248) and the University Network for Educational Research and Innovation.
Social Change and Challenges for Education in the Digital, Reuni+d (EDU2015-68718-REDT). She has been a
research visitor at the University of Oslo (Norway), the Omar Dengo Foundation (Costa Rica). Her research activity
has been related with youth learning trajectories across contexts, processes of educational change at secondary
schools and dynamics of participation and learning through virtual communities. Her most recent publications are
“Young people’s learning trajectories in the digital age” (2018), “Moving beyond the predictable failure of Ed-Tech
initiatives” (2018) and “Heads and Tails. Possibilities and limitations of high school transformation” (2019).
ORCID: https://orcid.org/0000-0002-5391-4637

Google Scholar: https://scholar.google.es/citations?user=B92GJGwWAAAAI&hl=es

ResearchGate: https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Raquel_Puigcercos

Dr. Pablo Rivera, University of Barcelona, Spain, and University Andrés Bello, Chile

Visitor scholar at the Faculty of Education and Social Sciences at the University Andrés Bello (Chile) and Lecturer
at the Department of Didactics and Educational Organization of the University of Barcelona (Spain). He is a member
of the research group Esbrina — Contemporary, Subjectivities, Visualities and Educational Environments (2017SGR
1248) and the Institute of Research Education of the University of Barcelona. He has been a visitor scholar at the
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University of Wisconsin Madison (USA) and in the Ceibal Foundation (Uruguay). His research activity is related with
public policies of digital inclusion in educational context. His most recent articles are “Moving beyond the
predictable failure of Ed-Tech initiatives” (2019), and “Blockchain in the university: a digital technology to design,
implement and manage global learning itineraries” (2019). His recent books are ‘Publics policies for social
inclusion” (1 & 11) (2019).

ORCID: https://orcid.org/0000-0002-9564-2596

Google Scholar: https://scholar.google.es/citations?hl=es&user=q0-2SaUAAAA]

ResearchGate: https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Pablo_Rivera_Vargas

Guidelines for authors and submission of contributions

Editorial guidelines are available at:
https://www.revistacomunicar.com/index.php?contenido=normas&idioma=en

Contributions to the Special Issue should be submitted through the 0JS platform:
https://revistacomunicar.com/ojs

Deadlines

Initial date for proposal articles: 2020-01-01
Deadline for submission of articles: 2020-05-30
Date of publication of this issue:

Preprint: 2020-11-15 / Printed edition: 2021-01-01

Journal website:
WWW.revistacomunicar.com
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