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Scope
Social networks and instant messaging have become virtual contexts that facilitate the emergence,
development and maintenance of varying modes of interpersonal relationships. Their use is universal
and has become part of the social live of adolescents, young people and adults, and progressively,
that of children. Despite the acknowledgement of the social importance of ICTs, it is worth noticing
the scarcity of research dedicated to its understanding.
Communication networks that are established in virtual space provide group cohesion, enable transmission of information, facilitate the creation of links and influence the behaviour of its members,
leading to gratifying entertaining experiences. They also allow for the build up of support networks
beyond geographical proximity. But the characteristics of virtual communication can also lead to the
development of risky cyber-behaviour. This can be related to difficulties in transmitting communiation and emotional intentions, as well as difficulties in their interpretation. Also, they inhibit moral
emotions of guilt and shame related to causing harm to others. Advancements in this area of work
suggests there is a need to make explicit the sensitivities and moral judgements that emerge within
the social networks, as well as the emotions that generate trust.

This Special Issue focuses on groups of peers in online social networks, how they are used by its members to understand norms and group sanctions, how they use them to to protect themselves from
aggression or to influence reputation and strengthen social links. We need more studies that show
how the search for online popularity can push certain boys and girls to go against socially accepted
norms and engage in risky behaviours. And also, studies that highlight how these networks are especially important now, while were are in some social isolation because of the coronavirus.
This Special Issue tries to advance the understanding of social interations via ICTs. It is necessary to
keep searching for the possible nuances that relational variables such as friendship might bring into
online social interactions. It is also of interest to explore personal factors (availability, ability, habit
and uses) as well as motivational factors (auto-efficacy, interest, enjoyment, search of popularity)
that relate to the use of ICTs.

Descriptors
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Socialising functions of the use of ICTs
Builp up of a virtual identity and its relationship with the social world and communication
Online communication and social, emotional and moral competence
The influence of the peer group in virtual communication: a look from education
Build up of friendship networks beyond the situational locus
The use of social networks to tighten affective links and group protection
Cyber behaviours admired by the group of peers
Need for popularity and risky online behaviours: the importance of school convivencia
Management of emotions, moral sensitivity and moral criteria in cyberspace
Overlapping of on and off line realities: opportunities and challenges

Questions
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

What are the potentialities of online social networks?
Does online communication promote social, emocional and moral development?
What competences are important for being accepted within an online social network?
Do online social networks provide greater social support, and in which circumstances?
What is the role of the need for popularity in online leaderhip?
How does being rejected by the group of online peers influence well-being?
Does cyber communication decrease our moral sensitivity?
How to manage emotions in online interactions?
How are implicit norms generated in online groups of peers?
What are the keys of cyber convivencia?
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